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• Melbourne is a stylish, arty, energic and cosmopolitan city. Very famous to be 
the Australia’s cultural capital. 

• Its architecture is the result of a multicultural desing combined with the city’s 
recent history, famous street art and great museums.

• Melbourne is best experienced as a local would (like I did!), with its different 
neighbourhoods. Despite a long-standing north–south divide (super-touristic St 
Kilda versus the very hipster Fitzroy), there is a coolness about its bars, cafes, 
restaurants, festivals and its citizens who seems less arrogant and superficial 
than in Sydney. The city center has reinvented itself with chic laneway eateries 
and rooftop bars opening in former industrial buildings.

• Sport is also important for Melburnians, they are passionate about AFL football 
('footy'), cricket and horse racing (Melbourne Cup Carnival). Also, The 
(Australian) Melbourne Open (January) and The Formula One (April).

Introduction
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Bands:  The Temper Trap, The Cat Empire, 
Jim Morrison...

Book: We of the never never by Jeannie-
Aeneas Gunn 

Film: I love you too by Daina Reid (2010)

Before you go inspiration
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• Skybus Express Bus Service From The Airport To The 
City Centre

SkyBus offers an express bus service from the airport 
to the city centre. 
This service operates 24/7, including all public 
holidays. 
Buses run from every 10 minutes throughout the day.

• $18 Adult - one way
• $41 Family 2- (2 adults and 1-4 children)
• $25 Family 1- (1 adult and 1-4 children)
• $7 Child (4-14 years)
• $150 - Saver 10 trip ticket

From the Airport
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Melbourne Tram & Train Map
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Population: 21,515,754 people
Extension of domain names: .au
Currency: Dollar (AUD)
Time: GMT +10 (GMT +11 from first Sunday in October to first Sunday in April).
Electricity: Electrical current is 240/250 volts, 50Hz. 
International dialling code: +61. 
Emergency number: 000 (112 on cellphones)

Melbourne is best visited between November and March, when it is warmer and less 
rainy

Practical Information
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Chinatown: This colorful section centers on Little Bourke Street between Swanston and 
Exhibition streets. 
Carlton: North of the center, Carlton is a rambling suburb famous for Italian restaurants 
along Lygon Street.
Fitzroy: revolves around Brunswick Street, with its cheap restaurants, busy cafes, late-night 
bookshops, art galleries, and pubs. 
Richmond: One of Melbourne’s earliest settlements is a multicultural quarter noted for its 
historic streets and back lanes. 
Southgate & Southbank: This flashy entertainment district on the banks of the Yarra River 
opposite Flinders Street station.
Docklands: Near the city center, at the rear of the Spencer Street station, this industrial area 
has become the biggest development in Melbourne. 
St. Kilda: Hip and bohemian in a shabby-chic sort of way, this bayside suburb has 
Melbourne’s highest concentration of restaurants, ranging from glitzy to cheap, as well as 
some superb cake shops and delis. 
Prahran: This posh part of town abounds with boutiques, cinemas, nightclubs, and galleries. 
South Melbourne: One of the city’s oldest working-class districts.
The River District: The muddy-looking Yarra River runs southeast past the Royal Botanic 
Gardens and near other attractions such as the Arts Centre, the National Gallery of Victoria, 
the Sidney Myer Music Bowl, the Melbourne Cricket Ground.
Williamstown: Waterfront suburb with a rich architectural heritage. 

Neighbourhood Guide
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• Great Ocean Road Trip

• Phillip Island - Penguins

• Royal Botanic Gardens

• Fitzoy Gardens

• St Kilda Foreshore

Top 10 things to do
• Water-Wall facade NGV Museum

• Esplanade Hotel

• Eureka Tower

• State Libray of Victoria

• Queen Victoria Market
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• Free Gigs!
There is a host of free gigs on all over the city almost every day. Run for it!

• The Beachlife at St Kilda foreshore
Get tan and Read your favorite book on the beach.

• Take picture and have a drink at rooftop views
«A Martini, please?»

• Ride your bike in the city back streets

• Visit the arty alleyways

• Spend a morning at the Parliament
Watch politicians trying to score political points in the luxe leather-and-wood environment!

• Go to the Melbourne’s Town Hall
It is still a well-used venue with concerts, comedy and public talks.

Top 7 Free things to do
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• Entrance of Luna Park

• Cafes on Degraves Street

• St Kilda sea bath - the Esplanade

• Yarra River cruise

• Federation Square

• The TramCar Restaurant

• Flinders railway station

7 photos you can’t leave without!

mercredi 22 juillet 2015



• $$$$ (from $221) - Park Hyatt Melbourne
1 Parliament Square, Off Parliament Place Melbourne
This 5-star hotel offers an award-winning restaurant, luxurious accommodation and spa facilities, just 1.5 km from 
Melbourne’s city centre. It is a 4-minute walk from popular shopping precinct Collins Street, and a 5-minute walk from 
Princess Theatre.

• SSSS (from $224) - Brooklyn Arts Hotel
48-50 George St Melbourne
There are seven very different rooms in this character-filled and very unique hotel. Owner Maggie has put the call out for 
artistic people and they’ve responded by staying, so expect lively conversation around the continental breakfast.

• $$$ (From $197) - The Lyall Hotel And Spa
16 Murphy Street Melbourne
Offering free Wi-Fi, a day spa and a fitness centre, the 5-star Lyall Hotel And Spa is located in fashionable urban South 
Yarra. It is within walking distance of the restaurants and shops of Toorak Road and Chapel Street.

• $$ (From $65) - Pensione Hotel - by 8Hotels
16 Spencer Street Melbourne
Offering a rooftop sundeck, café and bar, Pensione Boutique Hotel is conveniently located in Melbourne CBD. All rooms 
include air conditioning and free cable TV. The free City Circle tram stops directly outside the hotel.

• $ (From $24) - Greenhouse Backpacker
Level 6, 228 Flinders Lane Melbourne
Greenhouse has a fun vibe and is extremely well run – they know what keeps backpackers content. 
This includes: free wi-fi, free rooftop BBQs, huge communal spaces, luggage storage and activities.
 A 5-minute walk from Flinders St Station.

Where to stay
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DUKES COFFEE ROASTERS

Dukes Coffee Roasters on Windsor's Chapel Street do some of Melbourne's best breakfasts, including a seemingly healthy avo and 
toast with poached eggs and humus, with the crafty addition of candied bacon a delicious and wicked twist.

169 Chapel Street in Windsor

TOP PADDOCK

There's something about fish for breakfast that makes us feel super-fresh and good to go. Richmond's Top Paddock, a vast but 
strangely still cosy industrial space on Church Street, does a scrumptious white anchovies on toast with Jamon Serrano, padron 
peppers and Manchego cheese, which perfectly balances the sweet with the salty. 

658 Church Street in Richmond

ST ALI

One of Melbourne's all-time favourite breakfast dishes whatever side of the great Yarra divide you live.

12-18 Yarra Place in South Melbourne or  815 Nicholson Street in Carlton North

SOUTH OF JOHNSTON

While we're on a vego kick, Collingwood stalwart South of Johnston does a magnificent plate of field mushrooms served up with 
juicy cubes of beetroot and silky fetta on a hearty bed of sourdough that will fire up the engines for sure. 

46 Oxford Street in Collingwood

HAMMER & TONG 412

Tucked in behind 412 Brunswick Street, Hammer & Tong is a stylishly simple and bright space that plates up sterling feeds all day 
long.

Rear 412 Brunswick Street in Fitzroy

Where to have a brunch
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• Porgie and Mr. Jones
This cafe requires a bit of travel (okay, more than a bit), 
but it’s really, really worth it. 
Opening Hours: Monday – Thursday: 8am to 4pm; 
Friday: 8am to 11.30pm; 
Saturday: 8.30am to 11.30pm; Sunday: 8.30am to 4pm.

• Hardware Societe
Colourful saucers, knitted teapot covers and wooden tables. The milk is divine (that is, if you go 
for a latte or its siblings) and the food is wonderful. I still believe they have the best baked eggs 
in all of Melbourne.
Opening Hours: Monday – Friday: 7.30am to 3pm; Saturday – Sunday: 8.30am to 2pm.

• Two Birds One Stone
This newly-opened cafe in South Yarra has left a deep impression on me. 
Opening Hours: Monday – Friday: 7am to 4pm; Saturday – Sunday: 8am to 4pm.

• Sensory Lab
It’s open till late (a gem, really, as most good cafes close at 4pm), and the coffee has never been 
off in the three years I’ve been visiting.
Opening Hours: Monday – Wednesday: 7am to 6pm; Thursday – Friday: 7am to 9pm; 
Saturday: 8am to 7pm; Sunday: 9am to 6pm.

Where to have a coffee
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Where to shop
Central Melbourne

Bourke Street Mall

Queen Victoria Market 

Collins Street 

Melbourne Central

Swanston Street

Southgate

Docklands

Suburbs

South Melbourne Market 

Victoria Gardens 

Chapel Street
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• Tiamo – Lygon Street, Carlton
Lygon street is that famous Italian area of Melbourne, and home to many popular restaurants and cafes. 
Synonymous with traditional Italian cuisine, Tiamo has a focus on pizza.

• Little Creatures Pub – Fitzroy
The interior is open plan and inviting, kid friendly, and the quality of their beer was matched with yummy food 
making for a great pub lunch experience.

• Queen Victoria Night Markets
The Queen Victoria Markets are not just a place to go shopping, the Wednesday Night Market serves up a 
global street food extravaganza with offerings from all over the world.

• Loving Hut – Victoria Street, Richmond
Just walk up and down Victoria street in Richmond and you’ll have oodles of cheap Vietnamese restaurants and 
cafes on offer, as well as Malaysian and Chinese.

• St Kilda Beach and Acland Street Cake Shops
St Kilda is its most famous beach and one of our favourite experiences was simply grabbing a takeaway pizza 
from Mr Natural Pizza Place, a bottle of wine, and sitting on the beach watching the sun go down. 

• The Organic Food & Wine Deli – Degraves St
is the place to go for tasty organic, vegan and dietary friendly food .

Where to eat
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The content of this brochure is written by Cecile Calmes and Northern Exposure Project.

The content of this brochure is written by Cecile Calmes and Northern Exposure project.

The information is designed to give prospective travellers a customised experience in each new 
city an Northern Exposure guide is produced for. 

While the information is correct at the time of publishing, given the fast-paced changing nature 
of travel and tourism, guides will be re-issued for a new release annually. 

Northern Exposure Project does not receive compensation for any products or companies 
mentioned in this guide in an effort to maintain authenticity and ensure an unbiased 
representation of the best on offer in each city.

The information and materials used in this guide are produced exclusively by Northern 
Exposure Project.

Accordingly the information and material in this guide are copyright, 2015 © Northern 
Exposure Project. 

No part of this guide may in any form by an electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, 
or any other means be reproduced, sold or transmitted without the prior permission of the 
publisher, Northern Exposure Project.

More about Northern City Guides www.northernexposureproject.com

Product Disclaimer
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